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Frank Plastina, CEO  

Frank joined the Cree Board of Directors in December 2007 and is currently serving as Wolfspeed’s CEO. 
Since May 2012, he has served as President and Founder of Arc & Company, LLC, an advisory and angel 
investment firm.  He has also served as an Entrepreneur-in-Residence with the Blackstone Entrepreneurs 
Network in Research Triangle Park, North Carolina since October 2011.  

Previously he served as President and Chief Executive Officer as well as a board member of Tekelec, a 
publicly traded provider of telecommunications network systems and software applications. Prior to that he 
was Executive in Residence at Warburg Pincus LLC, a private equity firm, Executive Chairman, President and 
Chief Executive Officer of Proxim Corporation, a provider of Wi-Fi and broadband wireless access product 
and held a series of management and executive positions with Nortel Networks Corporation. 
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Cengiz Balkas, COO 

Cengiz is currently Wolfspeed’s COO. He joined Cree in July 2006 as Vice President of Cree Dulles, Inc., 
formerly known as INTRINSIC Semiconductor Corporation, which Cree acquired. He has more than 20 years 
of experience in the development and commercialization of SiC and GaN semiconductors. In June 2002, 
Cengiz co-founded INTRINSIC Semiconductor Corporation and served as its President and Chief Executive 
Officer until its acquisition by Cree. Previously, he was General Manager and Director of Technology for 
Sterling Semiconductor Corporation, a SiC materials company. Cengiz holds a Ph.D. in materials science and 
engineering from North Carolina State University. He is an inventor or co-inventor on several patents and 
patent applications in the field of wide bandgap semiconductors and has authored or co-authored key 
publications in the field. 

 

John Palmour, CTO 

One of the original founders of Cree in 1987, John holds a B.S. and Ph.D. in materials science from North 
Carolina State University and has authored or co-authored more than 266 publications and is a co-inventor 
on 46 US patents and 135 corresponding foreign patents in the areas of processing and device designs for 
silicon carbide (SiC) and gallium Nitride (GaN) electronic devices. He serves as Wolfspeed’s chief technology 
officer. 
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John Kurtzweil, CFO 

John previously served as EVP --- Finance and CFO of Cree, Inc. from 2006 --- 2012 and is returning after 
serving as CFO for Extreme Networks, Inc.  John brings significant public company financial expertise to the 
role, including earlier experience as the CFO for Cirrus Logic, Inc., a supplier of analog and digital processing 
solutions for electronics and industrial product applications. Prior to this, John was CFO of ON 
Semiconductor, a global supplier of power and data-management semiconductors and standard 
semiconductor components.    

 

Jim Gentile, VP Global Sales  

Jim’s experience includes more than 30 years in the semiconductor industry including sales leadership 
positions with Microsemi and Mitel Semiconductor. Jim was previously at RFMD where he was Vice 
President of World Wide Sales. In addition to driving increased revenue and double-digit margin 
improvements, Jim also delivered operational efficiencies, forecasting precision, and increased design wins 
through the successful adoption of new CRM tools. Complementing his global sales experience, Jim also 
served in the US military and transferred from active duty to the reserves in 1983. He retired as a U.S. Navy 
Captain with 24 years of service in 2002. Jim holds a B.S. in Electrical Engineering from Cornell University, an 
M.S. equivalent in Nuclear Engineering from the U.S. Navy Nuclear Power School and also attended Senior 
Officer War College. 
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Joanne Latham, VP Corporate Communications   

Most recently, Joanne was Director of Corporate Marketing for Allscripts Healthcare in Raleigh.  She brings 
an extensive background in communications and community relations to the role, having worked as a 
senior communications and marketing leader with public companies including Tekelec and Nortel. She also 
has government experience, having previously served as the communications leader for two state 
government agencies and as assistant communications leader and spokesman for North Carolina’s 
governor.  Joanne holds a B.A. from the University of Michigan and an M.A. from the University of Virginia. 

 

Brenda Castonguay, VP Human Resources  

Brenda is currently VP-Human Resources for Wolfspeed with overall responsibility for HR, EHS and Security.   
Brenda has extensive HR experience, having worked with Cree, Inc. for a decade, helping to build their 
global footprint and previously served as Senior VP --- Administration for Progress Energy (now Duke Power) 
where she had similar responsibilities including HR, Security and IT.   Brenda also previously served on the 
Boards of Wake Tech Community College and the Wake County Red Cross.   She holds a B.S. in Business 
Administration from Husson University in Bangor, Maine.  

 

 


